Liberty Bank announcesretirement of
President Dale Blachford
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ALTON - Liberty Bank today announced the upcoming retirement of Dale Blachford.
Dale has served as the Bank’ s president since 2004 and will be retiring at the end of
November after more than 42 yearsin community banking. He will remain an active
member of the bank’ s board of directors.



"l have thoroughly enjoyed my 42-plus years as a community banker," shares Blachford.
"The 14 years | have spent at Liberty Bank have been some of the most rewarding of my
career. | have been blessed to work with and for some great people over the years, and |
cherish working with my customers, our employees, and serving in our community.”

An active member in the community and in the banking industry, Dale is the Treasurer
of the lllinois Bankers Association, serves on the Executive Committee and chairs the
IBA’s Ag Committee. He is also Chairman of the Gordon Moore Park Restoration
Committee and serves on the Board of Growth Association.

“1 know we will stay in the area, and | will always continue to be actively involved in
the community,” states Blachford. “Best of all, | am excited to still be involved with the
bank by serving on the board. Liberty Bank has a bright future and | appreciate the
opportunity to continue to be apart of it - just in anew role that will allow me to spend
more time with my wife Jan, our six children, and eight grandchildren!”

"Dale has provided outstanding leadership for Liberty Bank, for our industry, and for
our communities," notes P.J. Jun, afounding member of Liberty Bank’s Board of
Directors and former owner of Jun Construction. "He had the wealth of experience we
needed to help grow Liberty Bank into the successful community bank it is, and we are
very grateful for his dedication and years of service. We wish him much successin his
retirement, and are pleased to continue to benefit from his insight as a member of the
Bank’s Board.”

About Liberty Bank

Liberty Bank, headquartered in Alton, Illinois, was founded by area businessmen in
1994. Expanding to Godfrey in 1997 and Bethalto in 2006, it has since grown to include
atotal of four locations serving Madison County. Liberty Bank is a United Community
Bank. For more information, visit bankliberty.com.

About United Community Bank

United Community Bank is headquartered in Chatham, Illinois. It is an employee-owned
regional bank with roots dating back to 1907, when Farmer’ s State Bank was
established in Greenfield, IL. In 1973, alocal group invested in Farmer's State Bank
with the goal of delivering the ultimate in customer service while continuing to welcome
other banks in central, southern, and western Illinois into the United Community Bank
family. Today, United Community Banks operate 46 locations in 23 communities. For
more information, visit ucbbank.com.



