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CHICAGO – The  and the  (ICPG) Illinois Lottery Illinois Council on Problem Gambling
are joining forces this holiday season to remind players that lottery tickets are not 
suitable gifts for children.

“Gifting instant tickets is very popular among our players during the holiday season,” 
said Harold Mays, Illinois Lottery Acting Director. “We want to keep that tradition 
alive, but also want to prevent the tickets from ending up in the hands of minors. That is 
why the Illinois Lottery continues to take a lead role in encouraging players to gift 
responsibly during the holiday season and throughout the year.”

http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=vB8chA0EW7Zgv-2Bj-2BE0fotURwAu69fX4NYxWK-2FX97bqXJ9xRpbqKiC9WAuobGIT9AX75M_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPW2-2Ffgamv-2F0NZTHKILVZA4JBE2QphT-2FpWRszPAmCET67eOAM2SOH5GmSBzWMPHAR4VzW3FP-2BIp0LwvMjOE4SLj7nTMS8O6MzVq-2F-2BC4FFvbB9AXruf-2F3KuRVFnrM3annvqESliT0b0QhaoC2lp6XNS4F1hCNNPLcc6-2F7HAC5WgkuYwSyiC9NCSfgSZbNXG-2FuQoHYHTFV6xnUQem5Oibtq-2B0Swp4VXBV7sXpcwP0n3OpBCDtQ0vyLXGALJ-2BvrRUxS-2FTFWJ2VcUCz8ZrH7Y4b-2BmLuQ28cWBKTgh39sYd5in61trw8toebnYKWHQR7f6iySlAgcccU8ikA27C8wjjNlyxhg-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
http://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=vB8chA0EW7Zgv-2Bj-2BE0fotXS6o2gSBKXIXjuw4kiXe4w-3DZc_B_7H2tvCCsb7ZLVNdm9RNUCVBD61FoptvbEy5QI7O8X-2BX8RTqBJQ-2FQwmAg8C4r2MHPW2-2Ffgamv-2F0NZTHKILVZA4JBE2QphT-2FpWRszPAmCET67eOAM2SOH5GmSBzWMPHAR4VzW3FP-2BIp0LwvMjOE4SLj7nTMS8O6MzVq-2F-2BC4FFvbB9AXruf-2F3KuRVFnrM3annvqESliT0b0QhaoC2lp6XNS4HbcP9oCGlnJ-2BiG9LpTR8Od1ABL1AJfYPclfH51uFALJSHl0O8TmmG2l1F9RKmjHaGLsx3GfSOc0GVHsaa-2FZQ7GfIIvw5hVYH2z5ktHcesWVE8L-2BJUm8Btqvqx9TMmh3w6J6CW5hTkm43LkiSSrZd4DxAAhXjansbWHwdCx3nVmu168gO9gtjQMNBGCOtusqzA-3D-3D&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link


The Illinois Lottery and ICPG are participating in the Gift Responsibly campaign 
organized by the  (NCPG) and the National Council on Problem Gambling International 

 at McGill University.Center for Youth Gambling Problems and High-Risk Behaviors

More than 80 lotteries and community organizations around the globe are participating 
in the Gift Responsibly campaign this holiday season to increase public awareness on 
the impact and inappropriateness of giving lottery products as gifts to minors.

“The Gift Responsibly Campaign aims to educate players about the potential 
consequences associated with underage lottery play,” said Bill Johnson, ICPG 
Administrator. “Research shows that exposure to gambling as a youth is linked to 
gambling problems later in life. Regardless of what time of year it is, adults should find 
gift options for children other than lottery tickets.”

In addition to the Gift Responsibly campaign, the Illinois Lottery promotes responsible 
play year-round by reminding players to Be Smart, Play Smart®. Players are 
encouraged to play for fun, not funds, and to set a budget and stick to it. For more 
information on how to gift and game responsibly, please go to the Illinois Lottery 

 and visit the .website Responsible Gaming page

About the Illinois Lottery:

The Illinois Lottery has contributed over $22 billion (since 1985) to the state’s Common 
School Fund to assist K-12 public schools, as well as hundreds of millions of dollars to 
the Capital Projects Fund and to special causes like Illinois Veterans services, the fight 
against breast cancer, MS and Alzheimer’s research, Special Olympics, police 
memorials and assistance for people living with HIV/AIDS. For more information, visit 

.illinoislottery.com

About the Illinois Council on Problem Gambling:

ICPG’s mission is to increase public awareness about gambling disorders, provide 
information and resources related to treatment for those with a gambling disorder and 
their families, promote research, and develop and implement gambling disordered 
education and prevention programs in the State of Illinois.
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