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PIASA - Zack Bean of the Southwestern Piasa Birds wrestling team was named an 
Altonized Community Federal Credit Union Male Athlete of the Month after what 
coaches described as a year of significant improvement, including a fourth-place finish 
at the IHSA 1A East Alton-Wood River Regional.

Bean, who competed in the 113-pound class during the 2025-2026 season, finished 
fourth at the regional. He lost 27-12 in the third-place match to Eli Quartz of Freeburg. 
Jacobi Cobbs of Althoff placed first in the 113-pound category at the wrestling regional 
at East Alton-Wood River, and Trey Skelton of Roxana was second.

Southwestern assistant wrestling coach Kimberly Kessinger said Bean’s progress stood 
out this season.

“He showed a lot of improvement this year,” Kessinger said.

Kessinger also said Bean has strong potential in the sport.

“Zack loves the sport of wrestling,” she said. “He had an excellent performance in the 
IHSA Regional, and I look forward to him moving up higher next year with another 
year of work on his technique.”

Bean was described as a wrestler with "great future potential" for Southwestern after 
making a mark during the 2026-2026 season.


