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ST. LOUIS-U.S. District Judge Cristian M. Stevens on Tuesday sentenced a man who
was involved in adrug conspiracy that caused one fatal and one nonfatal overdose to
200 months in prison.

Haeder Jameel, 23, was also ordered to pay $51,005 in restitution to the parents of the
teen who died.

Jameel was one of three men charged in the case. He and Zaki Salman, 23, pleaded
guilty to one of conspiracy to distribute and possess with the intent to distribute
controlled substances and one count of maintaining a drug-involved premises. Jameel
also pleaded guilty to one count of possession with the intent to distribute MDMA and
fentanyl. Salman pleaded guilty to one count of distribution of fentanyl with a serious
bodily injury resulting.

Aeman Ali, 23, pleaded guilty to aiding and abetting the maintenance of a drug-involved
premises.

According to the plea agreements, Salman rented a home in the 4400 block of Ohio
Street in St. Louis that was used for selling drugs from August 20, 2022, through Dec.
14, 2022. Salman and Jameel bought drugsin California. Salman advertised the drugs
on social media and would “direct” the sale of the drugs. The men sold real Percocet
pain pills and fake pills that contained fentanyl. When Salman was not at the home,
Jameel or Ali would handle the transactions.

Salman delivered drugs to a minor on Sept. 18, 2022, who thought she was buying
Percocet. The minor overdosed but was saved by multiple doses of Narcan. Salman and
Jameel also admitted that the fentanyl purchased by a 16-year-old male at the Ohio
Street residence on Nov. 19, 2022, resulted in his overdose death. Before his death, the
teen exchanged messages with the conspirators regarding the purchase of Xanax or
Percocet.

When law enforcement officers conducted a court-approved search of the home on Dec.
14, 2022, they found cocaine, MDMA, fentanyl, amphetamine and prescription pills.
Jameel answered the door with aloaded .45-caliber handgun that he left on the kitchen
table when he ran for the back door.

The 16-year-old victim was remembered by his mother at Tuesday’s hearing for his
many good qualities, including his humility and intelligence. “He lived hislife asif
every person mattered,” she said.

“One decision, made by two different minors, resulted in alife cut short and another
impaired by overdose,” Drug Enforcement Administration St. Louis Field Division



Special Agent in Charge Steven Hofer said. “Now, families are left to mourn the
consequences of those decisions, while Haeder Jameel faces yearsin federal prison. This
Isatragic and grim reminder of the potentially deadly impact of fentanyl. Don’t trust
your eyesto determineif apill isan actual prescription medication or counterfeit.
Prescription pills should only be purchased through a licensed pharmacist; anything less
puts your lifein jeopardy.”

“Today’ s sentencing is awarning that those who endanger our communities and tear
families apart by distributing fentanyl and other dangerous drugs—especially to
vulnerable individuals—will be held accountable,” said Homeland Security
Investigations St. Louis Assistant Special Agent in Charge Gregory Paris. “Homeland
Security Investigations remains vigilant and steadfast in working with our law
enforcement partners to disrupt drug trafficking networks and protect the St. Louis area
from the devastating impact of opioid abuse.”

Salman, of Hazelwood, was sentenced June 9 to 20 yearsin prison and was ordered to
pay the same amount of restitution. Ali, of St. Louis, is scheduled to be sentenced on
July 28.

The Drug Enforcement Administration, Immigration and Customs Enforcement’s
Homeland Security Investigations, the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Department, the
Florissant Police Department, the O’ Fallon, Missouri Police Department and the St.
Charles County Regional Drug Task Force investigated the case. Assistant U.S.
Attorney Ryan Finlen is prosecuting the case.



