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— Birthday celebrations came a little early for Steve of Kewanee, Illinois, CHICAGO 
after he scratched his way to a $1,000,000 top prize on a $5 Instant Ticket just Onyx 
days before his birthday.

“This win came just in time,” said Steve. “I’ll tell you what—this is the best birthday 
gift I’ve ever gotten.”

Steve purchased the winning ticket at Beck’s North, located at 401 E. 2nd St. in 
Kewanee. For selling the winning ticket, the retailer will receive a $10,000 bonus—
equal to 1% of the prize amount.

The million-dollar win came just weeks after Steve narrowly missed out on another big 
prize.

"A few weeks ago, I was debating between two $5 tickets," he recalled. "I picked one 
that didn’t win, but my coworker bought one of the other ones and won $10,000.”

When Steve returned to the same store recently, he shared the story with one of the 
workers.

“He asked me, 'Will this one be the winner?' I took that as a sign when I bought this $5 
ticket— and that decision made me a millionaire."

Steve discovered his life-changing prize during a quiet evening at home.

"I was watching TV and scratching the ticket with one of those vintage coins," he said. 
"I told myself, 'This will be my lucky token today'—and it sure was.”

After revealing the winning prize, Steve downloaded the Illinois Lottery app and 
scanned the ticket to confirm the $1 million win.

As for what’s next, Steve plans to invest in several home improvement projects, 
including building a new garage. He also has his sights set on buying another car.

“But most importantly,” he said, “I’m looking forward to spending more time in 
Arizona during the winter. My son lives there, so it’ll be great to visit him more often."

Already this year, nearly 33 million winning Instant Tickets have been sold, with 
players statewide claiming more than 897 million in prizes.



The Illinois Lottery currently offers a range of Instant Tickets priced from $1 to $50, 
available at approximately 7,000 retail locations across Illinois.

Instant Tickets b-roll, available for use by the media, download here.

The Illinois Lottery reminds players to play for fun, not funds. Be Smart, Play Smart®. 
Must be 18 or older to play. Game odds available at .IllinoisLottery.com

About the Illinois Lottery
The Illinois Lottery, founded in 1974, has contributed over $26 billion to the State’s 
Common School Fund in support of K-12 public education in Illinois since 1985. The 
Common School Fund is the Illinois Lottery’s primary beneficiary, receiving nearly 
99% of Illinois Lottery proceeds. The Illinois Lottery also supports various specialty 
causes as described in the Illinois Lottery Law (20 ILCS 1605/21.4). For more 
information about the Illinois Lottery and the causes we support, please visit 

.IllinoisLottery.com

https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.X8AvzcIRxiewivVtvv55brnIc21v40aZE1jVIQfImHHcVQegcvshPahpRONUNUvT9-2F9Q1F6nu9SX0dF8VOawgxGUjj5zL3euGpvftzJfJXZnkdFxscZVTLBs5my5sO2iuq1-2BXToch9KIjtP4dkaZkGFJY82GOp-2F1mcL-2FXhSYspRfMDmVJWT37WkNcvsQW4nNkRZ8P4jQFMr0Nz72auvRNOLOdagHlowyzzCENCLIo4XbYMJWzIwC9DR0b2t-2BhUz8eQebL17gyBf-2BML1Qz0WTPtiKqzq-2FOZQ1mtoYdyufvqmyTbFix-2FBI77CE-2BRavsYZolk0brclpocUnYNLYP-2BFbITXGQXotbV91DQQyoAWqb5TtNfoQG7KOIkBcDUTNUWySUX9a-2FK7PQGP08zMD-2FIDFiID0mbjv3O9ORWxaaY57DkibiryJ9Xep25DKrq0CDuxZ7X-2Fk2kvVKzXlwVmx8El0qr128TM-2B2NoG2Cv7uWlyzy2xnm-2FLblDKQlVJKiuE8-2FBeEONHVcUZZ8Q9TDOfZEQyCvoxgJytKCjzlmch4dhQmfCTg5Eq2wl3eidIf2DJyKp-2FMwW-2FOuSKguPIXlR6Lw5oWZytkduXRn5-2FESZWG-2F53JkAA50DStImYBFfrjOlmqt3Wg38TARW-2BHlUH-2FQDDDQJSlyJTON0OLms3wOTykZmcXkZO3fZb0mSlssnKkTxqTBCuh5XY4ZlaKnO3aJ1NZdIiHZVeJLv2qJLITG-2F5IAbzdKYRe2wGeZ0zsIkX2Jdti6c7HXph2rqiw6rgo7n-2FTZfCFE7sjBKjptycAN8QFHGj6CCmK7i7HJNbuCl0y6Q6eWK1B3jQAR8vQ5NZkQZsPYZhQqFzG1BhI-2B9-2Fx0bB7-2F5Hx3qaWlI9500RfZjOkNYEMl49wfJCPNnoE7Fc-2FVqwedbJrGQFD6UYKryI9938HyiiwOOrIdBcSUTk5qhXo2iF1Qhg-2BR3coeN1Ooi3HMuBo-2BcQPScUqVBgHWByJT8RIcncvLk-3DKjO2_BWDumb95ksvh8KWQJPtiPG4R63FVTFEtaN46U19wJoaTixrb5mu5SnXgMXsKbZ8HdDIwQ-2FtvHXgErnbjPcYjxBAawiMZ3bhkwKpM8M1nhlqZibPiJm5ejtE0Pu3gcqftC5fkqAYzaZvJEXa8dg0MRSBzeKnMqbXLRiN4w2sJrPtz5PpbK2LsZ4s5IZQf5G7KtS-2FPKl-2FLpS6VZhBejztsFOidb7fypnPYdrEdVKxK7vS1OT-2FesynUs6q91E-2F7RFghiBhHphqizv1bGWDumHqRtC0T8PyVGrwlD4mJq3sBLfPGxOFjueDWnnd8PWmQR-2FEbh4XWcTygAHemngP9TUtSVneQ6D5RLhbfZPPRoAoWoJaZuMenIgnMsxgqGJkBzErJ&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.X8AvzcIRxiewivVtvv55brnIc21v40aZE1jVIQfImHHcVQegcvshPahpRONUNUvT9-2F9Q1F6nu9SX0dF8VOawg9fOCpgrkZ-2F1wtKbV1rL-2BG3tYGR4GXf1tVE493sdqtZq2aMGFjXkdi-2Bft0-2BxlzmnWAh4XY6wQDGwoS1hp2h5GwaHMlJhxHN2BfKfy27lWKEAjRkK6-2F-2BEWYWN006zX9IqrDb-2B1qDS3w-2FfvOynwps3b8XOV7KEVZUA-2Brxo-2BdvVdDnFuSQPBw7i4eqCUH5bxprWkB76Ndd-2BPwAyMeNlBG0cMlO7bdndR9yDV5pAIgoK7nSDT0P-2Bx-2F-2Bimm43aLlggsgiEMnTaSXfeDktGffJ-2Bp4zoPn2IHYvbL0nK78dDSIq9DKrLakUudYOVoIHStytq71ZPNaLXfGkWLpT3SBKoWTKTfm61qilG6ItrTkdNOlVfwUBpFbXCrLJ2lxvGL8SFE3LSzRZmuaIPIcjWOKU-2BPklWLZTYnDOtEZO0kWWO3Im9Fr9g0oGfh2dDTGI-2FcF6hmFH4XOptCHmqNx4UJzlzts0p8pO17HMZeOATMQvuuHCHa4tHscYtkvm64pVa40nuwtiZBxDN0NzQIuKZa9bjRGPZx2EYT0EypZ0m-2ByyijXWq7smHQdRpwfaHLNVqJTy8eY5gUOidZL7jVWNLg09-2BRmjlGR70YHJ2K0bzQcwXlLzw-2BY3yh-2FNtNGKAh2xTMPVuoOJHaDah23yNpMTAZ-2FTaydYTZ78-2BepHeJSgzen7BH0-2FIKd3DOf_BWDumb95ksvh8KWQJPtiPG4R63FVTFEtaN46U19wJoaTixrb5mu5SnXgMXsKbZ8HdDIwQ-2FtvHXgErnbjPcYjxBAawiMZ3bhkwKpM8M1nhlqZibPiJm5ejtE0Pu3gcqftC5fkqAYzaZvJEXa8dg0MRSBzeKnMqbXLRiN4w2sJrPtz5PpbK2LsZ4s5IZQf5G7KtS-2FPKl-2FLpS6VZhBejztsFGzHXIshSq5KndB7vc0fghMtxiVvqRxfroPquUfnA-2FgZZfhBoURFiHYNIyPTWg7EPN1xYnQ6UAo1A0rLjBW6-2FOQ0AAVcjvZD2yVfgo-2FVvUtROKXMLJZFXa-2B4tmkN4l24l44ABunwMXndj19a8ZPkjdYFHIsNRLj7gbfikxpXfBcv&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link
https://link.mediaoutreach.meltwater.com/ls/click?upn=u001.7Lyn0ucQrx5vBamQ5849lHe5g4DBJpQh5wpJxh0PJVwf-2Ffoz-2FkF3k0oD9Vcyb8jZPAGE_BWDumb95ksvh8KWQJPtiPG4R63FVTFEtaN46U19wJoaTixrb5mu5SnXgMXsKbZ8HdDIwQ-2FtvHXgErnbjPcYjxBAawiMZ3bhkwKpM8M1nhlqZibPiJm5ejtE0Pu3gcqftC5fkqAYzaZvJEXa8dg0MRSBzeKnMqbXLRiN4w2sJrPtz5PpbK2LsZ4s5IZQf5G7KtS-2FPKl-2FLpS6VZhBejztsFBVAcucbCV19JlrimTGECPbZWRjyIHCkwt-2BMx0HQfKbwCCNm8Cre8QS40w9Uv-2FxOTiJ5jQSyt3x5wnZd37c99b1sQE8hYufDH1h6ycDkHb5arNB2YifgAfvlUouC9kbmqJVltmDLIA-2Bam5yoCOuaSKLMSA-2FHul6KuQdajaBZb1BQ&utm_source=riverbender&utm_medium=article_link

